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By the time the world was off spinning a new chapter in history in 1940,
Three Lakes had already been working hard on the pages of its next story.
Lumberjacks and logging had moved out of the area early. Following that
was agriculture which on the barren land, except for potatoes and
cranberries, had been a bust for the most part. The railroad that had
created Three Lakes supported logging until its end around 1910 and
transitioned to moving those potatoes to market. All of this time, the
Chicago and Northwestern Railroad had provided transportation to the
Northwoods from areas south but by the 40’s it was running full steam
ahead on tourism. It was a new era in Three Lakes continuing story.  
People loved this chapter!                                                    

It was all about the lakes. Even before the Otter Rapids Dam and the lift
at the Burnt Rollways Dam altered the size of the waters in the early
1900’s, the Eagle River and its chain of 27 lakes was already being
advertised as the largest chain of inland lakes in the world. 

Logging had decimated the landscape and
in many areas had cleared the land right
down to the shoreline; it made the price of
lake frontage cheap. The trees did
eventually grow back. Looking at the CNW
RR promotional of 1940, resorts dotted the
shores of all of the lakes, ranging from
Mom and Pop cabins next to their home to
large operations consisting of multiple
cabins with a lodge and dining hall offering
guests the convenience of the American
Plan. There was something for everyone.

Better roads were being built to get
automobiles up here, and dirt lanes and
bridges were taking people through the
woods to the farthest lakes. Electricity came
to town in the early 1930’s but it wasn’t until
the mid 1950’s that all in the Three Lakes
area were electrified. 
Businesses in Three Lakes thrived on
tourists. Life was good.

Three Lakes 1940



Three Lakes Historical Museum
1789 Huron Street / PO Box 250
Three Lakes, WI  54562

715-546-2295
www.threelakesmuseum.org

Published by the Three Lakes Resort
Association, this 1940 edition of this
promotional booklet gave the traveler every
great reason to choose Three Lakes as a
summer destination.



Clips were taken from
the Three Lakes 1940
promotional tour book.
It is found in the
Three Lakes Historical
Society archives and can
be viewed in full there.

*asterisks indicate an advertisement in the book including proprietor, address and
possible image. The book can be viewed at the Three Lakes Museum archives.


