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May 1916 - Native American Heritage Month got its start as
a one-day “American Indian Day” celebration in New York
October 1975 - President Gerald Ford turned it into a week-
long “Native American Awareness Week” 
1990 - President George H. W. Bush  signed into law  a joint
resolution  declaring the entire month of November
“National Native American Indian Heritage Month.” This
resolution officially recognized Native citizens both as the
country’s original inhabitants and for their essential
contributions, specifically to farming and harvesting. 

to call attention to the culture, traditions, and
achievements of this nation’s original inhabitants,

Celebrating Every November

The Three Lakes Museum and archives include  
artifacts and images showing that this area was
inhabited by indigenous people not only 120
years ago but more than 5000 years ago.  But
there is so much more to tell. How can you
satisfy your curiosity and sort through the
controversies?

The month of November was chosen
for its cultural significance as the month
when Native Americans conclude their
traditional harvest season. 

The image above, c.1904, is a gathering of local Ojibwe
at the store of William Neu where they frequently
traded goods. This store was on the corner where the
Three Lakes Pharmacy and Fika are today. 

Start local, seek those with knowledge and ask
questions.

The two tribes of this area whose history
predates the establishment of Three Lakes in
1881 are the Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake
Superior Chippewa (or Ojibwe) today located
to the west of Three Lakes and the Forest
County Potawatomi, east of Crandon.

It’s a time to honor and celebrate their
rich and varied cultures, traditions,
history, and contributions and also an
opportunity to become more educated
about the Native American people.



The Lac du Flambeau and Potawatomi both
have remarkable cultural centers that each
include a museum, library and gift shop and
most importantly, knowledgeable people to
help.

From the entrance to the 
Forest County Potawatomi Cultural Center Gallery

The resources available at these facilities make
it worth the time to visit and learn about the
indigenous people of our area.  



The Local History Room of the Demmer Library / Three Lakes Historical Museum
currently has these books on the shelves, with the goal to increase the selections. 

If you know of a book that you think
should be part of the local Native
American collection, contact Katie
Kirby, Collections Librarian at the
Demmer LIbrary.

Please consider this criteria when
suggesting a book.

Still not sure where
to start? This book
asks some of the “just
curious” or “that’s
controversial”
questions that will
get you thinking."Of all the states of the American union, none

has a name that has been spelled in more ways,
or interpreted more variously, than Wisconsin.
Among the spellings listed are Mesconsin,
Meskousing, Mishkonsing, Ouisconsens,
Ouisconsin, Ouisconsing, Ouiscousing,
Ouiskonsin, Owisconsing, Quisconsing,
Weeskonsan, Wisconsan, Wisconsin,
Wishkonsing, and Wiskonsin. 
The name has been attributed to the French,
Menominee, Ojibwa, Potawatomi, Sauk-Fox, and
Winnebago languages.”

And then just for fun, from 
 Indian Name’s on Wisconsin’s Map


